SAMPLE LETTER
IN SUPPORT OF [BILL/LOCAL LAW/ORDER #] TO PROMOTE STANDARDS FOR EMPLOYING PEOPLE WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS

DATE

When addressing your Governor or State Legislators, use one of the formats indicated below:

Governor (Full Name)




The Honorable (Full Name)

[State Capitol Address]



[State Capitol Address]

[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]


[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]

Dear Governor (Full Name):



Dear Senator/

Representative (Full Name):

I am writing to urge you to support [insert bill name or number] to prevent employers from blanketly excluding people with criminal histories by requiring individual assessments of an applicant’s background and fitness to work.

Employers are increasingly conducting criminal background checks on job applicants, and some are categorically barring individuals with criminal records from jobs without regard to whether the individual is qualified, rehabilitated, and ready to work and be a productive member of society.  Many of these individuals are fully qualified to work and participate in society without posing a risk to public safety.  

These inappropriate and discriminatory policies make it much more difficult for people who have been arrested or convicted of crimes to reenter society successfully.  This is very costly not just to those individuals and their families, but also to society as a whole which will suffer more criminal activity and have to pay much more in criminal justice, welfare, and other costs.    

Your support of [insert bill name or number] will help those with criminal histories who are qualified to work to become contributing members of society.  I urge you to support this important legislation.

