SAMPLE LETTER
IN SUPPORT OF [BILL/LOCAL LAW/ORDER #] TO ALLOW  

ARREST AND CERTAIN CRIMINAL RECORDS TO BE SEALED/EXPUNGED 

DATE

When addressing your Governor or State Legislators, use one of the formats indicated below:

Governor (Full Name)




The Honorable (Full Name)

[State Capitol Address]



[State Capitol Address]

[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]


[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]

Dear Governor (Full Name):



Dear Senator/

Representative (Full Name):

I am writing to request that you support [insert bill name or number] to allow individuals who have [arrests that never led to conviction] and/or [completed their sentences and demonstrated they are rehabilitated] to have their criminal records sealed or expunged.

The explosive growth in the use of criminal background checks by employers and other non-law enforcement entities has made successful reentry into society much more difficult for people who have been arrested or convicted of crimes.  People with past criminal histories – no matter how old or the nature of the record -- are often indefinitely denied access to many spheres of society including employment, housing, education, public assistance, and voting.  

By supporting laws that allow for the sealing or expungement of criminal records, you would be creating an opportunity for the many thousands of people [or, insert the direct statistic relevant to your state] with criminal histories [many of whom were never convicted of a crime] truly to be given a second chance at succeeding in and contributing to society – improving their chances of getting secure housing and employment. 
Your support of [insert bill name or number] will help those with criminal histories become contributing members of society.  I urge you to support this important legislation.

