IN SUPPORT OF [BILL #] TO IMMEDIATELY RESTORE MEDICAID TO ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS RELEASED FROM PRISON 
DATE

When addressing your Governor or State Legislators, use one of the formats indicated below:

Governor (Full Name)




The Honorable (Full Name)

[State Capitol Address]



[State Capitol Address]

[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]


[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]

Dear Governor (Full Name):



Dear Senator/

Representative (Full Name):

I am writing to urge you to support [insert bill name or number] to establish a policy that requires [your state] and its localities to suspend rather than terminate Medicaid for inmates entering prison, and require the prescreening of incarcerated individuals so that those who are eligible receive Medicaid as soon as possible after their release. Individuals leaving jail and prison often need a range of services – including alcohol and drug, mental health, and other health care treatment – to make a successful transition from incarceration to the community, and research shows that providing those upon release from confinement reduces the likelihood of recidivism.  Medicaid can often pay for these services, yet [your state] has failed to ensure that Medicaid is available to individuals who were on Medicaid when incarcerated upon their return to the community.  
In fact, the failure to restore Medicaid for eligible inmates who were enrolled in Medicaid when they were incarcerated runs afoul of federal law.  In a letter written in 2001 reaffirming an earlier ruling by the prior Administration, Tommy Thompson, Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services, stated that incarcerated individuals may not be terminated from Medicaid until a redetermination has been conducted.  In addition, he wrote, “Unless a state determines that an individual is no longer eligible for Medicaid, states must ensure that incarcerated individuals are returned to the Medicaid eligibility rolls immediately upon release, thus allowing individuals to go directly to a Medicaid provider and demonstrate his/her Medicaid eligibility.”
    
Failing to enroll eligible individuals leaving prisons and jails in Medicaid represents a missed opportunity to improve individual and community health and public safety and to reduce the high costs of preventable illnesses.  Your support of [insert bill name or number] will help those who need this life-sustaining benefit to successfully reintegrate and become contributing members of society.  I urge you to support this important legislation.

� Letter from Tommy G. Thompson, the Secretary of Health and Human Services to the Honorable Charles L. Rangel.





