IN SUPPORT OF [BILL #] TO LIMIT SUSPENSION/REVOCATION OF DRIVERS’ LICENSES TO DRIVING-RELATED CONVICTIONS

DATE

When addressing your Governor or State Legislators, use one of the formats indicated below:

Governor (Full Name)




The Honorable (Full Name)

[State Capitol Address]



[State Capitol Address]

[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]


[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]

Dear Governor (Full Name):



Dear Senator/

Representative (Full Name):

I am writing to urge you to support [insert bill name or number] to limit revocation or suspension of drivers’ licenses to driving-related drug offenses, such as driving under the influence of a controlled substance.  Currently, our state [suspends/revokes] the drivers’ licenses of individuals convicted of most drug-related offenses regardless of whether or not the conviction was driving-related.  And even if their convictions are not driving-related, these individuals have no opportunity to obtain restricted drivers’ licenses, making it impossible for many of them to earn a living, go to school or receive health care, including drug or alcohol treatment.  

The suspension or revocation of drivers’ licenses is a significant but often overlooked barrier to economic advancement for people with criminal records who have paid their debt to society and want to become productive, tax-paying citizens.  While there is a clear societal interest in keeping those who are unfit to drive off the roads, broadly restricting licenses for convictions unrelated to an individual’s ability to drive safely is an unfair penalty that does society more harm than good.  Especially in suburban and rural areas without extensive public transportation, a valid driver's license can be crucial to an individual’s ability successfully reenter society.

Criminal justice experts agree that employment is a key component to the successful reintegration into society of people with criminal records.  Your support of [insert bill name or number] will help these people become contributing members of society.  I urge you to support this important legislation.

