ACTION ALERT

URGE YOUR [Governor/Legislators/etc.] TO SUPPORT [bill/local law order] TO CREATE “CertificateS of Rehabilitation” that HELP PEOPLE WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS OBTAIN JOBS AND HOUSING
What You Need to Know: 

· Federal and state laws and policies often bar people with certain criminal records from obtaining many jobs or occupational licenses even if they have paid their debt to society and are willing and able to work.  These legal barriers to many types of employment make it more difficult for people with criminal records to successfully reenter society and lead law-abiding lives.


· Certificates of Rehabilitation may lift statutory bars to jobs or licenses that result from a conviction history and provide a way for qualified people with criminal records to demonstrate rehabilitation or a commitment to rehabilitation to employers and to housing authorities or landlords.  

· (Your State) should allow individuals with criminal records to obtain Certificates of Rehabilitation in order to help them re-enter the job market and society.  Employment is a key component to the successful reintegration of people with criminal records, and critical to reducing recidivism and promoting public safety.  

What You Need to Do:

Please call, fax, or email your [Governor/Legislators] and urge them to support [insert bill number] which creates Certificates of Rehabilitation to lift automatic bars to employment and occupational licensing and restore other civil rights for people with criminal records.  To find your representative’s contact information, visit [insert helpful website]. 
What You Need to Say:

Ask your [Governor/legislators] to support [insert bill name or number] to provide Certificates of Rehabilitation for qualified individuals with criminal convictions to allow them to obtain employment and successfully reenter society. 

       PLEASE CALL, FAX OR EMAIL [Governor/Legislators, etc.] TODAY
