IN SUPPORT OF [BILL #] TO Provide official Identification for Individuals Leaving Prisons and Jails

DATE

When addressing your Governor or State Legislators, use one of the formats indicated below:

Governor (Full Name)




The Honorable (Full Name)

[State Capitol Address]



[State Capitol Address]

[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]


[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]

Dear Governor (Full Name):



Dear Senator/

Representative (Full Name):

I am writing to urge you to support [insert bill name or number] to enable individuals leaving prisons and jails to secure official identification as soon as possible after returning to the community.  Many people coming out of prison or jail are released without any official state identification other than a prison discharge slip or a department of corrections inmate card, neither of which are sufficient to obtain a job, place to live, public benefits, or necessities in the community.  Moreover, the process of obtaining important documents such as birth certificates, social security cards, and state identification cards, especially for those individuals who have been incarcerated for many years, can be daunting, and failure to do so quickly can doom their chances of successfully reintegrating into the community.  

Although the [your State’s name] Department of Corrections issues identification documents to newly released prisoners, these documents are not recognized as a sufficient source of proof of identity for most purposes, especially to obtain a state-issued photo identification card.  The State can allow department of correction ID to be exchanged for a state-issued ID [or facilitate some other approach that encourages inter-agency communication and cooperation] so that to inmates being released from prison are able to secure ID as soon as possible after returning to the community.   

Research shows that the first few weeks after release are critical to successful reentry and preventing recidivism.  Easing the process of obtaining identification is an inexpensive way for states to support successful reentry of people leaving the criminal justice system.  Your support of [insert bill name or number] will help them make a successful transition back into society.  I urge you to support this important legislation.

