ACTION ALERT

URGE YOUR [Governor/Legislators/etc.] TO SUPPORT [bill #] 

TO Provide official Identification for Individuals

Leaving Prisons and Jails
What You Need to Know:

· Many people coming out of prison or jail are released without any official state identification other than a prison discharge slip or a department of corrections inmate card, neither of which are sufficient to obtain a job, place to live, public benefits, or other necessities to succeed in the community.  

· The process of obtaining important documents such as birth certificates, social security cards, and state identification cards, especially for those individuals who have been incarcerated for many years, can be daunting, and failure to do so quickly can doom their chances of successfully reintegrating into the community.  

· The State can allow department of correction ID to be exchanged for a state-issued ID [or facilitate some other approach that encourages inter-agency communication and cooperation] so that inmates being released from prison are able to secure ID as soon as possible after returning to the community.   

What You Need to Do:

Please call, fax, or email your [Governor/Legislators] and urge them to support [insert bill number] which will allow individuals leaving prison to exchange a department of correction-issued identification card for a state-issued identification card or allow the corrections card to be used as a primary document to obtain a state ID.  To find your representative’s contact information, visit [insert helpful website]. 
What You Need to Say:

Ask your [Governor/legislators] to support [insert bill name or number] to enable individuals leaving prisons and jails to secure official identification as soon as possible after returning to the community.  

PLEASE CALL, FAX OR EMAIL [Governor/Legislators, etc.] TODAY
