ACTION ALERT

URGE YOUR [Governor/Legislators/etc.] TO SUPPORT [bill] TO ENSURE THAT INDIVIDUALS WHO CAN SAFELY PARENT HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE PROSPECTIVE FOSTER AND ADOPTIVE PARENTS

What You Need to Know:

· The federal Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) sets national standards for the placement of children in the child welfare system.

· ASFA mandates that states perform criminal record checks on prospective parents and bars individuals with certain convictions from becoming foster or adoptive parents.
· ASFA allows states to opt out of these requirements and pass their own state law to allow individualized determinations about the suitability of parent applicants. 

· Allowing individuals who can show sufficient evidence of rehabilitation to be foster and adoptive parents expands the eligible pool of individuals who can provide loving homes for children in need of a nurturing environment.

· Many people with criminal records are already providing excellent care and many of these individuals may have a unique understanding of the difficulties these children face, and can provide them with the support and guidance they need. 

What You Need to Do:

Please call, fax, or email your [Governor//Legislators] and urge them to opt out of ASFA’s requirements and support [insert bill number] to require individualized determinations about the suitability of an applicant (and household members) with a criminal record to be an adoptive or foster parent.  To find your legislator’s contact information, visit [insert helpful website].
What You Need to Say:

Ask your [Governor/Legislators] to support  [insert bill name or number] to amend [your state] law to opt out of ASFA’s automatic criminal record bars and instead require individualized determinations about the suitability of an applicant (and household members) with a criminal record to be an adoptive or foster parent.
please call, fax or email [Governor/Legislators/etc.] TODAY

